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The World of Organic Agriculture 

• The 23rd edition of «The World of Organic 
Agriculture», was published by FiBL and 
IFOAM – Organics International 
in February 2022.

• Data tables

• Country and continent reports

• Markets, standards, policy support

• The book can be ordered or downloaded
at (item number 1344): 
https://www.fibl.org/en/shop-en

• www.organic-world.net

• https://statistics.fibl.org

https://www.fibl.org/en/shop-en
http://www.organic-world.net/
https://statistics.fibl.org/
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Distribution of organic farmland by region 2020

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


9

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Development of the number of organic producers 1999-2020
Source: FiBL-IFOAM-SOEL-Surveys 1999-2022

Data collection

challenge: Not all 

data suppliers

provide the 

number of 

individual 

farmers certified

under internal 

control systems. 
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Distribution of retail sales

11

United States of America

41%

European Union (EU-27)

37%

China

8%

Canada

4%

Switzerland

3%

Others

7%

World: Retail sales by single market 2020 (Total: 121 

billion euros)
Source: FiBL-AMI survey 2022
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Growth 2000-2020: 

+1000%

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Latin America and the Caribbean
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Latin America and Caribbean: Key figures 2020

• In Latin America, over 270’000 producers managed over 9.9 million hectares of agricultural land organically in 

2020. 

• This constituted 13.3 percent of the world’s organic land and 1.4 percent of the region’s agricultural land. 

• The leading countries were Argentina (4.4 million hectares), Uruguay (2.7 million hectares) and Brazil (1.3 million 

hectares). 

• The highest organic shares of total agricultural land were in Uruguay (19.6 percent), French Guiana (11.3 percent) 

and the Dominican Republic (4.8 percent). 

• Many Latin American countries remain important exporters of organic products such as coffee, cocoa and bananas. 

• In Argentina and Uruguay, temperate fruit and meat are key export commodities. 

• Brazil has the largest domestic market for organic products in Latin America. 

• Nineteen countries in the region have legislation on organic agriculture, and two countries are drafting such 

legislation.

18Source: FiBL survey 2022
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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Share of total agricultural land 

Latin America: The countries with an organic share of at least 

10 percent of the agricultural land 2020
Source: CIAO/FiBL survey 2022

Latin America and Caribbean: The countries with
the highest organic area shares
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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/35a39ec2-7fd3-4bb1-9eb2-20f9fe0170b4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/59882e72-0c2d-4698-9223-f7fa324b2051/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/59882e72-0c2d-4698-9223-f7fa324b2051/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Organic exports from Latin America countries 

Distribution of organic agricultural land by region 2013

Fruit, tropical and 

subtropical

50%

Sugar

15%

Cereals

8%

Coffee

7%

Oilseeds

3%

Fresh vegetables 

and melons

2%

Other 

15%

Distribution of Latin American organic exports
Source: FiBL survey 2021/TRACES/USDA Organic exports from 

Latin America

Total organic exports to the 

EU (MT): 1.2 million tons

= 42% of all EU Organic 

Imports

Organic exports to the US  

(MT): 1.3 million tons (not 

complete)
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Growth of Latin American organic exports
Source: FiBL-IFOAM-SOEL-Surveys 2001-2022

Growth of Latin American exports to EU and US

Growth of the organic agricultural land 1999-2013
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Who collects the NATIONAL LEVEL data? 

• Governments

• Based on data from certifiers and other sources, but not always complete as
only certifiers registered under the governmental system are included. 

• Potential Advantage: Legal enforcement is possible. 

• Private sector data

• Based on data from certifiers, market research companies and others; often
not complete, often problems with institutional continuity

• FiBL

• Not complete in all cases

• Disadvantages: Lack of knowledge which certifiers are active, especially in the 
case of local certification, lack of knowledge about the local situation
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National organic data collection systems world-wide for data on area, 
operators and production (Situation 2017)

Governmen

ts

Private 

sector

FiBL-

IFOAM

• Government collection systems

• Data from the certifiers

• Census/farm structure survey
• Agrienvironmental schemes

• Direct submission of data by 
producers

• Private collection systems

• Data from the certifiers

• Company data

• No collection system

• FiBL collects the data from the 
international certifiers

Source: FiBL survey 2017
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How does FiBL collect the data from multiple sources

• Data acquisition: Internet search, direct contact with almost 200 data suppliers, 

often several sources per country

• In many cases, we have multiple sources for one country, even multiple sources 

for one indicator

• , e.g. 3 sources for US data ( Area/producers: NASS, Retail sales OTA; 

International Trade: GATS/USDA)   

• , E.g.  Data from several certifiers for one country (e.g. six certifiers for the 

area data from the Philippines)

• Often, we do not have contact with the actual source but with country contacts 

that send us the data, including translation (Japan)
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International certifiers that provide data for several countries 
(ca. 30% of countries)

29

Example of 

the Philippines

• Ceres 

• CCPB

• Control Union 

• Ecocert India

• KIWA BCS
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Transnational data collection efforts
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From data collection to data publication

• Step 1: Collect the data: Direct contact with 200 data providers (certifiers, private 

sector, governments, transnational bodies), internet sources (e.g. US data, Eurostat)

• Step 2:  After quick first check: Enter data into database

• Step 3: Plausibility check via Pivot tables: Comaprison against overall totals, comparison

against previous year

• Step 4: Clarify inconsistent data with data providers

• Step 5: Finalize data entry

• Step 6: Data analysis

• Step 7: Dissemination: Yearbook/texts, graphs, interactive online graphics and database

• Step 8: Communication: Media release, social media, websites

31
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Step 1: Collect the data: Direct contact with 200 data 
providers
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Step 2:  After quick first check: Enter data into database
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Step 3-6: Plausibility check via Pivot tables, check with data 
providers, finalize data entry

34
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Step 6: Data analysis

35
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Step 7: Dissemination: Texts, graphs, interactive online 
graphics and database

36
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Step 8: Communication: Media release, social media, websites

37
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Some hints for data collection

• Collect data in a standardised way using a 
questionnaire

• Collect data annually

• Use a database for data storage and 
processing

• For processing data, use existing
classifications for crop and product data

• Make quality checks !!!!!
• Compare data against overall totals (i.e. 

check if the organic share of soya makes
sense)

• Check against data from the  previous
year

• Check against other sources: e.g. the EU 
import data

• Disseminate data and make sure it is
accessible to those interested

• Publish regularly and announce the 
publication date
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Yearbook

• The 23rd edition of «The World of Organic 
Agriculture», was published by FiBL and 
IFOAM – Organics International 
in February 2022.

• Data tables

• Country and continent reports

• Markets, standards, policy support

• The book can be ordered or downloaded
at (item number 1344): 
https://www.fibl.org/en/shop-en

• www.organic-world.net

• https://statistics.fibl.org

https://www.fibl.org/en/shop-en
http://www.organic-world.net/
https://statistics.fibl.org/
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Book download and presentations on www.organic-world.net

http://www.organic-world.net/
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Statistics.FiBL.org
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www.twitter.com/fiblstatistics
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Conclusions 

• The organic farmland area, the number of organic producers  and the 
market continue to grow. 

• The availability of data on organic agriculture has improved considerably in 
the past years.

• However, there are challenges with collecting these data, including gaps 
and incomplete data, definitions, classifications, data quality, and data access 
issues. 
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More information 

• More information (PDF, data sources, graphs) at:
http://www.organic-world.net/yearbook/yearbook-2022.html

• Contact
Helga Willer
Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL)
5070 Frick
Switzerland
helga.willer@fibl.org

44

http://www.organic-world.net/yearbook/yearbook-2022.html
mailto:helga.willer@fibl.org
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FiBL online

www.fibl.org

fiblfilm @fiblorg

@FiBLaktuell linkedin.com/company/fibl

www.bioaktuell.ch

https://www.youtube.com/user/fiblfilm
https://www.youtube.com/user/fiblfilm
https://www.facebook.com/FiBLaktuell
https://www.facebook.com/FiBLaktuell
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fibl-en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fibl-en
http://www.fibl.org/
http://www.fibl.org/
http://www.bioaktuell.ch/
http://www.bioaktuell.ch/
https://www.fibl.org/en/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/fiblfilm
https://twitter.com/fiblorg
https://www.facebook.com/FiBLnews
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fibl-en
http://www.bioaktuell.ch/
https://twitter.com/fiblorg
https://twitter.com/fiblorg

